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Mass. Senate unveils $39.5b budget
By Joshua Miller GLOB E S TAFF MAY 1 7 , 201 6

Senate leaders unveiled a $39.5 billion budget proposal Tuesday that would
effectively expand eligibility for statefunded emergency housing for homeless
families, boost spending on the University of Massachusetts, and make the
state’s child advocate more independent.
The proposal from the Senate Committee on Ways and Means, would mark a
2.6 percent increase in overall spending and, despite modest changes in
several areas, would stay within the broad parameters of the spending plans of
the House and Governor Charlie Baker.
Like those earlier proposals, the Senate plan wouldn’t raise taxes; much of the
spending would be devoted to MassHealth, the state’s healthcare program for
the poor and disabled; and it would put significant new money toward
programs to fight the scourge of substance abuse in the state.
“The budget you have before you is a fiscally responsible budget,” said Karen
E. Spilka, chairwoman of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and an
Ashland Democrat.
One notable policy change Senate leaders put forward has to do with
homelessness.
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Massachusetts is the country’s only righttoshelter state. When eligible
families — those whose incomes are close to or below the federal poverty level
— can show they are homeless because of domestic violence, natural disaster,
nofault eviction, or severe health and safety risks, the state is mandated to
provide housing. That often takes the form of a room in a shelter, motel, or
hotel.
But sometimes families who would otherwise be eligible under the health and
safety risk provision and have nowhere else to go that night, are turned away
by the state. That’s because the family hasn’t actually slept somewhere unfit
for human habitation, such as the backseat of a car or a park bench. Once an
eligible family sleeps in such a place for a night, they are placed in a shelter or
motel.
Senate leaders inserted a new provision in their budget that says shelter
should be provided to a family that has no other feasible alternative housing
and — but for not having spent one night in a place like a car, park, emergency
room, or abandoned building— would be eligible.
“We shouldn’t be telling people to be sleeping on the street one night with
their kids to get access to shelter,” Spilka told reporters. Her aides said the
effort is meant to clarify the Legislature’s intent for how the governor should
administer the program.
It remains unclear whether the change will end up in law, and Baker may balk
at expanding what is already a more generous shelter program than those of
other states.
But homeless advocates lauded the proposal.

“This language is really critical because, from July of last year through April,
535 families stayed in places not meant for human habituation before they
were deemed eligible for shelter by the state,” said Kelly Turley, director of
legislative advocacy at the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless.
If the language is included in the final budget, she said, it “would prevent
families from having to stay in such unsafe conditions and expose their
children to undue additional trauma.”
In another policy change, Senate leaders would make the Office of the Child
Advocate, charged with investigating Massachusetts’ troubled Department of
Children and Families, more independent.
Under current law, the governor appoints the advocate. The Senate proposes
making the position a fiveyear appointment by a vote of the attorney general,
the state auditor, and the governor.
The current head of the office, Maria Z. Mossaides, has said such changes
would mean the agency can truly operate without fear of reprisal, since the
governor also oversees DCF.
The Senate budget would boost spending on the University of Massachusetts
by about 1.5 percent, a bit more than the House and governor’s 1 percent hike,
but still less than the more generous increases of recent years.
As with the Baker and House plans, the Senate budget proposal would rely on
just over $250 million in onetime money — cash that can’t be easily
replicated from year to year. That includes $150 million diverted from the
state’s emergency rainy day fund, a move that troubles watchdogs who believe
Massachusetts’ savings account should be better stocked.

Lawmakers have limited discretion over to how spend taxpayer dollars.
Ballooning health care costs for the poor and disabled continue to make up
about 40 percent of the budget. Pensions and debt service payments eat up
sizable chunks.
Still, the bottom line of the Senate budget is poised to increase as individual
legislators add amendments with new spending on favored items. Once the
Senate passes the bill, it will go to a closeddoor HouseSenate committee that
will hash out a final proposal. That will be sent to the governor for his
expected signature and lineitem vetoes.
The new fiscal year begins on July 1.
Joshua Miller can be reached at joshua.miller@globe.com. Follow him on Twitter
@jm_bos and subscribe to his weekday email update on politics at
bostonglobe.com/politicalhappyhour
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Private schools, painful secrets
More than 200 victims. At least 90 legal claims. At least 67 private schools
in New England. This is the story of hundreds of students sexually abused
by staffers, and emerging from decades of silence today.

MORE...

Photo of trooper sharing meal with woman in need spreads widely
A passerby captured an image of a State Trooper in Fall River sharing a
meal with a woman in need.
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LEARNING CURVE

Schools struggle to cope with rising mental health needs
And with the state experiencing a shortage of child psychologists and
psychiatrists, there are long waiting lists for care.
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‘Blue Lives Matter’ display removed at Dartmouth College
In its place were fliers that read, “You cannot coopt the movement against
state violence to memorialize its perpetrators.” MORE...

Boston students walk out to protest school cuts
The school department attempted to discourage the action, but students
walked out of class for the second time this year to protest budget cuts.
MORE...

Man dies after being tased by Fall River police
The 48yearold was tased as he allegedly struggled with police when they
tried to arrest a woman on outstanding warrants.
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Fiery meteor cuts through nighttime skies
The fireball was primarily seen in Maine, but there were reports from parts
of the Northeast and Canada.
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Investor ﬁled only one state tax return in past 25 years

Brian Burke rarely does something that’s required of almost all Mass.
workers: file his taxes.
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Robber holds gun to bank employee’s head in Lakeville
Police released alarming images of the man placing an employee in a choke
hold and aiming a gun at her head.
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113yearold Worcester woman is now oldest person in US
Goldie Michelson claimed the title after 116yearold Susannah Mushatt
Jones died last week.
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Family says murder victim made ‘ultimate sacriﬁce’
Georgios Kotsas was killed in his home while defending his wife of 44
years.
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Owen Labrie released on bail
A judge ruled that Labrie had learned his lesson about complying with his
bail conditions after spending two months in jail.
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The life’s work that proved Einstein right
An MIT scientist’s 50year obsession led to the first detection of
gravitational waves from the collision of black holes.
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Ben Franklin statue takes a tumble
Following a particularly blustery Sunday, an 1856 statue of Franklin
positioned along the city’s Freedom Trail came tumbling down.
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Number of homeless families in statefunded motels drops
The reduction is partly the result of a shift in strategy by the Baker
administration, officials and advocates say.
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Carbon emissions rising at New England power plants
The revelations are a setback to the state’s legally mandated efforts to
reduce greenhouse gases.
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South Boston brothers plead guilty to brazen beating
“Donald Trump was right, all these illegals need to be deported,” one of the
suspects is accused of telling police after the August attack.
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MBTA says money may be missing from parking operation
The agency discovered discrepancies between how many cars park in some
lots and how much cash is collected.
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Supreme Court declines to hear Scituate parishioners’ case
Parishioners at St. Frances Xavier Cabrini have been trying since 2005 to
keep the church open.
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