H. 1242

AN ACT TO PREVENT HOMELESSNESS
BY REMOVING BARRIERS TO SUBSIDIZED HOUSING

“[IIntended and unintended barriers to the state’s existing housing portfolio need to be
addressed, including public housing, subsidized private market housing and all other
housing. There are a number of ways to respond in lowering those barriers. We must
ensure that all housing resources are appropriately utilized and that homeless people
have fair access to them.”

Report of the SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO ENDING
HOMELESSNESS IN THE COMMONWEALTH, January 2008

There are currently more than 3,100 families and 2,900 individuals in homeless shelters across
the state. H. 1242 will help those at imminent risk of homelessness avoid emergency shelter
altogether and will help those already homeless reduce the amount of time they are forced to
spend in shelter. Many of the proposed rules in the bill are already in place in some public and
subsidized housing programs; H. 1242 takes proven best practices and expands them statewide.
H. 1242 does the following:

e [Establishes a statewide priority in most housing programs for certain persons who are
homeless or at imminent risk of homelessness due to domestic violence, medical
emergencies, or non-payment eviction from an unaffordable home.

e Creates reasonable standards for housing programs to evaluate applicant’s history,
including credit and rental history and criminal background.

e Prohibits housing providers from denying admission to victims of domestic violence
because of their status.

e Requires housing providers to accept electronic fund transfer payments from
applicants and tenants to pay for rent or debts owed at no cost to the housing provider.

e Allows public and subsidized housing applicants and tenants to designate a third party
to receive notices concerning their applications and tenancies.

For more information, contact MLRI, 617-357-0700 (Debbie Silva x340 or Amy Copperman x323)
or Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless, 781-595-7570 (Leslie Lawrence x16)
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Organizational Supporters
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Action for Boston Community Development
Advocacy Network to End Homelessness
AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts
Boston Tenants Organization

Cambridge Cares about AIDS

Cambridge Economic Opportunity
Committee

Cambridge and Somerville Legal Services
Central Massachusetts Housing Alliance
Community Action Agency of Somerville
Crittenden Women’s Union

Family Economic Initiative

Greater Boston Legal Services

Homes for Families

HomeStart

MassCAP (Massachusetts Association for
Community Action)

Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute
Multi-Cultural Independent Living Center
National Association of Social Workers,
MA Chapter

North Shore Community Action Program
Pine Street Inn

Somerville Homeless Coalition

St. Mary’s Shelter

Tri-City Community Action Program

UU Mass Action Network
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